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Who Uses a CoC? 

 Should be use for: 
 Clinical, food or environmental preparedness testing 
 Legal testing (court-mandated testing) 
 Safe Drinking Water Act Testing 
 Biomonitoring or potential exposure testing 
 legal defensibility, evidentiary nature, or suspected in 

a crime, threat, or similar aspect 
 Initiation begins at collection 
 completed with ink OR electronically (with the 

exception of a live signature)  
 



Who Doesn’t Use a CoC? 

 Not required for bioterrorism isolates for Rule-
Out testing 
 DPHL may initiate internal CoC upon receipt 
 Contact micro section directly 

 Not required for routine clinical samples 
 If in doubt, initiate a CoC 



Sample Possession/Custody 
 A  sample is considered to be in a person’s 

custody when: 
 in the person’s physical possession 
 in the person’s view after being in physical 

possession 
 in secure storage with limited access (after 

being in individual’s custody) access is 
controlled by locks or other means 

 Must remain in custody until transferred or 
destroyed 
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Sample Transport 
Requirements – All Samples 

 All Samples must be: 
 Packaged separately by sample types (clinical from 

environmental, etc.) 
 Triple layer packaged 
 Primary sample containers packaged individually  

 Reduces potential cross-contamination 
 Multiple secondary containers may go into the same outer 

container 

 Exterior of each container decontaminated 
 Include proper documentation for sample type 



Documentation Requirements 

 Clinical Specimens: 
 Chain of Custody 
 Request for Preparedness Testing 
 LIMS Test Requisition 

 Environmental Specimens: 
 Chain of Custody 
 Request for Preparedness Testing 
 Field Screening Form 

 



Documentation Requirements 
 Food Specimens: 

 Chain of Custody 
 Request for Preparedness Testing 
 Field Screening Form 

 Other/Isolate Specimens: 
 Request for Preparedness Testing (other) or 

Request for Prep for isolates 
 LIMS Test Requisition (isolates) 
 Any Other pertinent forms 

 

 



Examples 
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Field Screening Form 

 Submitter completes form 
 Required form (environmental, food, other only) 
 If items are not completed: 

 Submitter may chose to perform screening in and/or 
at their vehicle 

 Submitters may chose to request other agency 
assistance (DNREC, CST) to perform screening 

 Submitters may ask for assistance completing form 

 Lists rejection criteria – if meet criteria, sample 
is rejected and does not enter DPHL 



 



Field Screening Interpretation Guide 



Examples 

 







Reminders 
 3 required forms: 

 Chain of Custody 
 Request for Preparedness Testing /isolates 
 Field Screening Form (environmental, food) or LIMS 

Test Requisition (clinical, isolates) 

 Must be completed by submitter 
 Lab personnel may help 
 Additional screening assistance from DNREC, CST if 

submitter cannot perform 

 Samples CAN be rejected and referred to other 
laboratories 



Questions? 
 

 Forms are available from website 
 http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/lab/labs.htm

l 

 
 

http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/lab/labs.html
http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/lab/labs.html


Public Health Preparedness (PHEP) Grant Laboratory Activities- 
-shortened list of activities, required to perform quarterly for our 
Preparedness Grant. 
 
Biological & chemical terrorism testing competency & capabilities 
Training & proficiency testing for all Sentinel laboratories in Delaware 
Training & outreach for First Responders, labs, health facilities, etc 
Training & certification for packaging & shipping of infectious materials 
Exercise protocols, planning & participation 
Unannounced proficiency testing participation & competency 
Select Agent Registration, USDA permit, certification & plans  
Preparedness plans, triage &chain of custody, security procedures 
Continuity of operations (COOP) plans for labs 
Laboratory surge & supply access planning 
Biosafety, Select Agent & Biosecurity trainings 
Communication drills – lab wide/DPH wide/ epi to lab/ lab to epi/ sentinel labs 
Laboratory Information Management system & HL7 data messaging processes 
Security & Maintenance of Records management, instrumentation & facility  
Biosafety Level III Laboratory & Rapid Molecular methods instrumentation 
Security/Safety Breach drills 
Documentation of meeting testing turnaround times 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHEP Grant Performance 
Measures  
 
• perform annually for our grant 
• relying on your acknowledgement or actions to 
these notifications or drills 
 
Sentinel labs 
• Update contact list for each lab 
• Communicate with these contacts the need to     
respond in a timely manner to these drills 
 
 
 
 



Completed Drills 
Time (start notification, arrival at DPHL) for initial LRN 
laboratorian to report for duty at DPHL. Completed 
9/21/2011- 29 minutes, all staff within 2 hours 
 
Time to complete notification from CDC Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) (start) to on-call laboratorian to on-
call epidemiologist to CDC EOC (stop) .Completed Jan 
23,2012 – time 12 minutes.  
 
Time to complete notification from CDC EOC (start) to on-call 
epidemiologist to on-call laboratorian to CDC EOC (stop). 
Completed April 16, 2012- time 18 minutes 
 



Pending Drills 
 Time (start, 50%, 90%, all) for sentinel clinical 

labs to acknowledge urgent message from 
DPHL LRN lab 

 
 Time for CDC PHEP–funded laboratory to 

notify public health partners of significant 
laboratory results. (Start) time DPHL obtains a 
significant lab result; (stop) time when last 
partner was notified.  
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